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The participant will be able to: 

1.1. Discuss the evolution of federal and state special education/ disability laws in relation to special education

2.2. Understand Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the nurse’s role in FERPA compliance

3.3. Understand the role of the school nurse in the IEP process

4.4. Understand Maine’s IEP form to document health information and direct and indirect nursing/health services

5.5. Apply the principles and practices discussed in this webinar to their own school nurse practice. 

• *None of the planners or speakers for this activity have 

relevant financial relationships to disclose.

Learning Objectives
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Referral to Special 
Education: Child Find
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• The child is assessed in all areas of suspected disability; including, if 
appropriate, health, vision, hearing, social, and emotional status, 
general intelligence, academic performance, communicative status, 
and motor abilities.

• Evaluations are administered by trained and knowledgeable 
personnel, and 

• Draw upon different information from a variety of sources. 
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Other Health Impairment
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ADHD Heart Condition

Epilepsy Leukemia

Anxiety Long COVID

Health Disorders Lead Poisoning

Tourette Syndrome Asthma
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IEP Team Required 
Members

The IEP Team will 
determine if the child’s 
disability adversely affects 
the child’s educational 
performance.
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• Parent/guardian
• General education teacher
• Special Education Teacher
• Administrator

• Persons with knowledge of the child (Not 
required)

• Student (Not required)
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Role of a School Nurse
• Subject area expert

• Possess critical knowledge of health 
conditions and understands how 
medical issues can impact access to 
school programming

• Medications – understanding and 
administration

• Screening – in which you play a role 
in multi tiered systems of support

• IEP/504 team member
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Nurses as 
contributors

Assessment
Diagnosis
Outcome identification
Planning 
Intervention/implementation
Collaboration with other medical personnel
Evaluation
Some similarities to nursing roles in other 
settings
Crisis response
Screening: General health, hearing, vision



SAU Culture
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Each school or school administrative unit (SAU) 
has its own process for supporting children 
through nursing services. 

It is best practice for nurse’s to be actively 
engaged in school communities (e.g. 
participating in multi tiered systems of support 
[MTSS], observing students in multiple 
environments, providing support and training 
for other key support staff)



Keep in Mind……
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• Have a clear understanding of the chain of 
command (principal/special education 
administrator

• Understand communication protocols 
• Clarify roles for general education students 

and special populations
• Review policies and procedures for nursing
• Review documentation – make 

recommendations if necessary
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Participation in 
the IEP Process
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• Medical needs that impede a child from accessing FAPE should be 
addressed in the IEP through referring to a child’s individual health 
plan. 

• Medical needs that impact the child’s learning should be 
addressed within the IEP.

• Only a credentialed school nurse can provide “Nursing Services”.  
• School health services that do not require a nurse should be 

documented in Section 7 as nursing services
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IEP Section 6: 

c

c

504/
Health 

Plan
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IEP Section 7: Services

c

c



oEducation
oTraining 
oEmployment

Transition: Starting 
Age 16 or 9th Grade

Johanna Gonzalez
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Director

Janet Viera
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Questions and Answers 

c

Erin Frazier

erin.frazier@maine.gov

Emily Poland

emily.Poland@maine.gov
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@mdoenews

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
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