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Agenda

« Maine’s current COVID-19 landscape and response, and
considerations for the coming school year

« U.S. CDC Guidance for PreK-12 schools and
recommendations

* Pooled PCR Testing Program available to all PreK-12 schools
* Youth and Staff COVID-19 Vaccination Rates

 DOE Public Health Response Team




COVID-19 Data in Maine: Positivity Rates
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COVID-19 Data in Maine by Age

Cases/Deaths

Share of Cases by age
Data as of: August 29, 2021 11:59 pm
Dashboard updated: August 30, 2021
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COVID-19 Data and Youth Age <25

COVID-1S and Youth in Maine: Data as of August 10, 2021

Total Number of Confirmed and Probable COVID-19 Cases Among Total Number of Confirmed and Probable COVID-19 Cases Among Mainers of All Age
Youth and Young Adults Age < 25: Groups:

21 254 72,286

Percent of Total Confirmed and Probable Youth Cases by Age Group

Total Number of Cases by Age Group

0-4 2,049

Percent of Total Cases Age < 25:

o)
5‘9 2’685 29 L] 4 /0
10-14 3,359
15-19 5,778 Percent of Total Cases Age < 18:
20-24 7,383
17.1%
25+ 51,032
Total Number of Hospitalizations Under| |Age Breakdown of Hospitalized
Age 25: Youth Cases:
0-4 24.0%
59 6.0%
5 O 10-14 4.0%
1519 32.0%
20-24 34.0%| caption

Source: Maine Canter for Diseasa Control and Prevention NEDSS Base System (NBS)*
*These are praliminary data that are subject to changs

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/documents/COVID-19-Youth-8-2.pdf |5




Maine CDC Response to U.S. CDC
Guidelines for K-12 Schools

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s has issued
new recommendations on universal masking in schools to help students
and staff safely gather in person and in classrooms amid the nationwide
increase of the Delta variant.

All people on public or private school-provided transport, including
buses and vans, are required to wear a mask, per U.S. CDC Order.

Encourage vaccination of all eligible staff and students: Vaccines help
reduce the spread of COVID-19 and the number of people who will
need to quarantine, should there be a positive case in school.

U.S. CDC’s guidance strongly recommends screening testing (e.g., pool
testing), masks, and physical distancing when possible.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Ffully-vaccinated-guidance.html&data=04%7C01%7CAmy.Belisle%40maine.gov%7Cd7b57874e04d47abea2408d951f323b6%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637630926978375912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2QHV%2FpVQITjDS9a7Xxt0QAxExQ76NaVF%2Bxtgeb4dsic%3D&reserved=0

School Guidance

* DOE School Framework: COVID-19 ToolKit | Department
of Education (maine.gov)

e CDC School: Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12
Schools | CDC

* School SOP Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for

Responding to a Positive Case in Schools | Department of
Education (maine.gov) (Revised August 12, 2021)



https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/toolkit
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/sop

School Screening Form

Pre-Screening Tool
for School Attendance

Within the past 24 hours have you
had a fever* or taken fever YES =
reducing medicine?

Students and Staff
should stay home if N1 o i
they are sick

throat, or felt unwell?

Have you been told to stay home
and isolate/quarantine due to  YES =
COVID-19 exposure?

Stay home with any YES resp to the questions above.

Attend school when all answers are NO and your child is feeling well with
no other symptoms of iliness. Call or see your school nurse or other
designated person at school if you have questions.

IF YOUR CHILD HAS AMNY ILLNESS THEY SHOULD STAY AT HOME UNTIL NO
FEVER FOR 24 HOURS WITHHOUT TAKING FEVER REDUCING MEDICATION
AND SYMPTOMS ARE IMPROVING OR GONE

*A feveris 100.4F/38C or greater. @ .

Updated B.15.21

DOE School Screening Form



https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Pre-Screening%20Tool_2021.png

As of August 26
335 schools have enrolled, 105 districts
Pool positivity rate 0.4%

16 counties represented by enrollees
70,000+ targeted students/staff

More Information:

Maine DOE Testing Information

Pooled Testing FAQs

Federal CDC COVID-19 School Testing
Toolkit

MA Study on Pooled Testing

Pooled testing enrollments

|9



https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/toolkit
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcovid19-school-testing&data=04%7C01%7CAmy.Belisle%40maine.gov%7C27c8cc84bc924d66856408d9695b36da%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637656662749886601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DaxliO525x%2FKkLZ%2F7li4W2LUbePKv5PkDnhCN9lagyo%3D&reserved=0
https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/JCM.01123-21

Youth Covid-19 Vaccination Rates

Currently, vaccine data 1s available by age group and county for

youth. Zip code level data 1s available for all ages on the
COVID-19 Vaccination Dashboard | Covid-19 (maine.gov)

ﬂ State of Maine COVID-19 Vaccination Dashboard
i

All Eligible 12+
Data as of: Aug 26, 2021

61,948 33,271 28,677 56.28% 48.51% 59,112

First Dose by Gender Final Dose by Gender First Dose by Race and Ethnicity Vaccinations by County
Not Provid_. 0.71% Mot Provid._. 0.78% Race First Dose @
Jale 49.58% ale 48.71% =
7 American Indian or Alazka MNative 304
T Asizn 833 S
] Black or African American 1.362 : NEM@\JSW|
Female 49.41% Female 49.51% F Mstive Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 117 e [
7] Mot Provided 1.721 /
First Dose by Age Group 5 Other 3,585 LI
7] White 25,349 .

Age 12-15 Age 16-19 Age 20-20 Age 30-39 Age 40-49 Age 50-58 Age 60-60 Age 70-79  Age 80

Final Dose by Race and Ethnicity

Final Dose by Age Group


https://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/dashboard

[
Youth Covid-19 Estlmated Vaccination Rates

COVID-19 Vaccination Rates for Youth by SAU

o help school

communities pla r the 2021-2022 school year, COVID-12 vaccine clinics, and cutreach, Maine DHHS and DCE are estimating the rate of COVID-18

waccination for youth ages 12-18 t-\,r school administrative unit (SALU). The count of ',’c:Jh vaccinated ir' each zip code comes from data reported to the Maine COC on
people of all ages who have received at least one dose of a COVID-12 vaccine.

DCiata will be updated about every two wesks.

Please se= th

& notes below for information on the limitations of these estimates.

COVID-19 Vaccination Rates for Youth by SAU

Vaccination Rate Highlight SAU

Mo
| =
(NE 5
D':-.. %
mn

Maine COVID-19 Vaccination Rates for Youth by SAU |
MIP | MeCDC | Maine DHHS

Estimated youth vaccination rates (% and at least
one dose) are available at the School
Administrative Unit (SAU) level

Map displays the estimated rates by range, with
corresponding colors from high to low.

Estimates for each SAU come from the 2019 5-
year American Community Survey ZIP code level
population estimates and the number of youth in
each SAU is based on Maine DOE data on the
number of youth ages 12-18 for whom the SAU
was financially responsible as of June 2021

Data is suppressed if <5 students in this age group
in the SAU

Youth vaccination rates are reported to the Maine
CDC through ImmPact: This may exclude data on
some vaccinations administered through the
Department of Defense, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and some Indian Tribes in
Maine.

Students who have been vaccinated and attend
private schools, charter schools, have an approved
transfer, or are tuitioned to schools located outside
of the SAU where they reside are counted as
vaccinated in the SAU where they reside based on
the availability of address data, which may result
in over or under-estimates of the vaccination rates
in some school units.

Data will be updated every 2 weeks |11



https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/publications/vaccination-rates-youth-by-sau.shtml

BN . E———..—
School Staff Vaccination Rates & Reporting

* DHHS 1s requiring school staff to report COVID — 19 vaccine
rates effective September 1

* High vaccination rates help ensure school safety

* Facilitates in-person learning and protects vulnerable students
and staff

* Vaccination rates (%) will be publicly posted to guide local
decision-making safety policies

* Public reporting will resemble the Maine Health Care Worker
COVID-19 Vaccination Dashboard



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdhhs%2Fmecdc%2Finfectious-disease%2Fimmunization%2Fpublications%2Fhealth-care-worker-covid-vaccination-rates.shtml&data=04%7C01%7CAmy.Belisle%40maine.gov%7Cd7b57874e04d47abea2408d951f323b6%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637630926978385877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=f1znzglOHtZsMoHq5Kr2aLhF8%2FMNrj19wC%2FPn%2B%2F2PHI%3D&reserved=0

BESSNNNE L NS
Assist Schools/SAUs to Raise

1. Partner with SAUs: SAUs can complete a survey/application
with COVID vaccination plans for 2021-2022. They can request
help connecting to a vaccine provider through this link: 2021-22
School COVID Vaccine Clinic Survey and Application

2. Share community/family resources for vaccination: COVID-19
Vaccine Information & Resources

3. Participate in community forums with schools, local medical
and public health experts

4. Learn about additional resources about hosting a vaccination
clinic 1n the School Location Vaccine Clinic (SLVC) Toolkit

|13



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=q6g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-GTseHDczroMNHqsaKj3vr645UM1ZOTEEyMlNGTlA1TVVBMDJWVzI2NVUwQi4u
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/vaccine
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/healthed/nurseresources/manual/immunization

Routine Childhood Vaccines-
Law Goes into Effect September 1st

* Rulemaking still in process for LD 798/CH 154 on
Childhood Immunizations. Routine technical rule changes
are proposed to amend Immunization Requirements for
School Children 10-144 CMR ch. 261 (a joint rule with
the Department of Education, ch. 126)

* Maine Immunization Program sent letter to Providers on
Preparing Students for 2021-22 School Year 8 4 21.pdf
with focus on required school vaccines

* DOE also sent a letter to schools to distribute to families
about the law that has been translated

14



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdhhs%2Fmecdc%2Frules%2Fmaine-cdc-rules.shtml%23anchor5135202&data=04%7C01%7Camy.belisle%40maine.gov%7C0c5de8023cad4b74e61d08d94e0a67bf%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637626628861450899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8r661vMNfToA6US9kWcLXViewAP1sXkSrYaayD601Y8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/healthed/nurseresources/manual/immunization

Maine DOE School
Public Health Response Team

Purpose

The School Public Health Response Team will be the point of contact that SAUs
and Approved Private Schools (APS) can reach out to for the most current answers
related to Covid-19, pooled testing and school located vaccine clinics (SLVC).

Staff
Coordinator- Nancy Dube, RN

Three Public Health Specialists — Each will cover 3 Superintendent
Regions

Nine Public Health Liaisons- Each will cover one of the 9
Superintendent Regions

C O 00D

DOE continues to have a contact tracing team focused on schools

|15



o e ———
Supporting In-Person Learning in Schools

Multilayered approach

" Encourage vaccination of all eligible staff and students and
community members

* Recommend masking of all staff and students per CDC
guidance

* Recommend testing: weekly pooled testing for all student and
staff and rapid antigen testing for symptomatic individuals

= Social distance when possible

" Practice good hand hygiene

= Stay home when sick

= Support schools and families

16
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Thank you

Amy Belisle MD, MBA, MPH
Chief Child Health Ofticer
Maine DHHS
Amy.Belisle@maine.gov
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