
Child Abuse Prevention: 
It’s Everyone's Role
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Objectives: 

of

Reminder: 



Maine Children’s Trust was originally created by Statute in 1985 as a part of State Government. In
1994, legislation was enacted that transformed the Trust into a 501(c)3 non-profit governed by a
Board of Directors. The Trust provides leadership and coordination of efforts throughout Maine to
prevent child abuse and neglect before it occurs. The Trust provides funding and supports for
prevention programming, as well as coordinates statewide collaborative initiatives to strengthen
families. The Trust is also the state chapter for Prevent Child Abuse America.

The Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services contracts with
Maine Children’s Trust to coordinate the Prevention Councils located in each county in Maine.

Our Collaboration



The Prevention Continuum

Capacity Building Center for States, 2021

Media Messaging

Parent Education

Networks/Collaborations

Parent Education

Screening 

Home Visiting Programs

Treatment and Recovery 

Support Groups

Family Preservation Services

https://capacity.childwelfare.gov/states/resources/prevention-continuum-to-strengthen-families


April is National 
Child Abuse Prevention Month.
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A National Conversation  

“How Toxic Stress Affects Us, and What We Can Do About It” 

https://youtu.be/sutfPqtQFEc


Protective Factors
Build Supportive Communities & Strong Families 

A strengths-based approach developed by the Center for the Study of Social Policy, which are characteristics
that have been shown to make positive outcomes more likely for young children and their families, and to
reduce the likelihood of child abuse and neglect.

Concrete 
Supports
Knowing How 
to Find Help 

Social 
Connections 
Connecting with 
Others

Knowledge
of Child 
Development 
Parenting as 
Children Grow

Social-
Emotional 
Competency 
of Children
Understanding 
Children’s 
Emotions

Parental 
Resilience
Building Inner 
Strength
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PREVENTION COUNCILS



The Front Porch Project® was developed by the Pennsylvania Family Support Alliance. 
Maine Children's Trust is the first organization to make this project available on a statewide basis.

The Front Porch Project is a community-based primary prevention initiative based on the belief that: 
Everyone can – and should – become more aware of how to help protect children and support families 
in their own communities. 

• It provides community members with the knowledge, skills, and encouragement they need to take 
an active role in preventing abuse and neglect. 

• Each training workshop offers facilitated discussions and interactive activities that can help 
community members navigate difficult situations involving children and families and offers 
strategies for offering support. 

• The Front Porch Project® is flexible and can be adapted to meet the needs of a specific community. 
This free training is provided by local Prevention Councils, both in person or virtually, and is open 
to everyone. 



www.mechildrenstrust.org
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Link: Maine Family First Prevention Services State Plan FINAL 2.1.2021.pdf

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20Family%20First%20Prevention%20Services%20State%20Plan%20FINAL%202.1.2021.pdf


Child Abuse Prevention Month is a perfect opportunity for us to all take 
part in raising awareness about Child Abuse Prevention.  

It is an opportunity for us to be reminded that we can all implement 
strategies to prevent Child Abuse in Maine all year round.  

We all have a role in keeping children in Maine safe... 

Child Abuse 
Prevention Month 

Strategies 



Child Abuse Prevention: 

It’s Everyone’s Role 

-

Participant Input



Bi-Monthly Webinars: 

First Tuesday of Every Other Month at 10 a.m. starting June 2, 2022.

Upcoming webinars/resources: 

✓ March 29th at 12 p.m.: Help Me Grow Orientation

✓ April 13th at 9 a.m.: “Locating Services and Supports for Families In Maine”  

✓ April 28th 10 a.m.: Service Provider training on Child Welfare

✓ May is Foster Care Awareness Month 

WHATS ON THE HORIZON....



“

— MARGARET J. WHEATLEY

“There is no power for change greater than a community 
discovering what it cares about”. 
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Heidi Aakjer, MPA
Assistant Director & Prevention Coordinator
heidia@mechildrenstrust.org

(207) 623-5120
www.mechildrenstrust.org

MaineChildrensTrust

Christine Theriault, LMSW
Family First Prevention Services Program Manager
Office of Child and Family Services

(207) 624-7914
www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs

Thank you!

mechildrenstrust

mailto:heidia@mechildrenstrust.org

