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Attendees via ZOOM: Dee Kerry, Amanda Brownell, Deb Hagler, Jim Jacobs, Sarah Labonte, Andrea Tracy, Sydney Sewall, Bobbi Johnson, Haley Pelletier, Torah Tomasi, Wenda Saunders, Mark Rains, Adrienne Carmack, Rosemarie Kenney-Lavin, Amy Belisle, Rachel Burrows, Mila Mirzakandova
Guests: Dulcey Laberge
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Items

	Welcome and Introductions
	Andrea Tracy welcomed the group and introductions were made.
	

	OCFS Updates
	· OCFS is still hiring for two nurse positions, one for the Plan of Safe Care Position and one Child Welfare nurse consultant, who will help with overall health issues, especially to help with education and oversight of psychotropic medication for kids in care.
· Our team is continuing the Quality Improvement project we are participating in with eleven other states, with consultants from Mathematica and Center for Medicaid (CMS)- the project information can be found at : https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/improvement-initiatives/foster-care-learning-collaborative/index.html
· We started a focus on the referral process to Spurwink from the Lewiston office, and will be expanding to all the offices that refer to Spurwink for the Comprehensive Health Assessment, then expanding to other districts to ensure there is consistency through the districts to ensure that youth are referred for the Comprehensive Health Assessment.
· We will concurrently be working on the ongoing education of caseworkers, resource parents, and the medical community on the importance of the recommendations for health care visits for kids when they come into care (the acute visits), the comprehensive visits, their ongoing health care at well child visits, and any recommended follow up.
· The new portal for Mandated Reporters can be found on the OCFS website: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/provider-resources/reporting-suspected-child-abuse-and-neglect/mandated-reporter-information 

Here is the direct link: https://som01.force.com/mrp/s/
· Access Maine is a new online resource guide with information to connect people living in Maine to public programs, services, and other resources that are available to provide support they need to be safe, happy, healthy, and successful. https://www.accessmaine.org/
· This summer, Help Me Grow will be implemented.
· Project ECHO started last week, which includes substance use providers who want to expand their expertise to treating adolescents.

· Coordinated a training for child welfare staff on substance use disorder. 

· Finalized substance exposed infant policy, which is now on the website. Working on other policies regarding well-being for youth, including psychotropic medications, which is still in draft form.

· The annual performance in services report will be presented to federal partners.

· Have rolled out phase 1 of the resource parent portal. Working on building interfaces for phase 2 and 3.

	

	Youth Transition Services
	Dulcey Laberge, Youth Transition Program Manager at OCFS, presented.
· The goal of OCFS Youth Transition Services is to ensure that youth who leave foster care are prepared to be self-sufficient, support youth to participate in transition planning and decisions, and provide a safety net for youth who do not exit care to a permanent family.

· Transition services in Maine are directed by a federal program that provides guidelines and funding. Data is gathered through a national database.

· Individualized services are provided to youth aged 14-21 via a varied team of program and community resources.
· All youth in care are assigned a caseworker to help coordinate the provision of services.

· Each district is assigned a youth transition specialist who provides an extra level of support. Each district is also assigned a children’s behavioral health coordinator.

· OCFS contracts with the USM Cutler Institute to provide leadership and life skills activities to youth in care. They also contract with Jobs for Maine’s Graduates, and with the 6 Maine Bands and Tribes.

· For youth aged 18-21, Maine’s Voluntary Extended Care Support (V9 Agreement) provides a safety net for youth who age out of care. A youth can return to V9 status anytime up to the age of 21. The age range will soon be extended so that it is 18-23. There are education/employment conditions for maintaining for V9 status.
· Education and Training Voucher (ETV) funds are distributed to states by the Administration for Children and Families. Additional post-secondary supports in Maine include the tuition waiver program and the alumni transition grant program.
· Temporary federal funding was made available to support young people through the COVD-19 pandemic (VESPPA).
· For youth not on V9, there is the Foster Youth to Independence (FYI) Housing Voucher Program.

· Youth feedback and data is utilized to determine the efficacy of the transition services program.


	

	Wrap-up and Next Steps
	The next meeting will be held on June 9, 2022. Next month’s speaker will be YLAT program coordinator Ahmen Cabral.
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