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Attendees via ZOOM: Andrea Tracy (chair), Deb Hagler, Adrienne Carmack, Amanda Brownell, Victoria McCain, Joanne Perry, Chaya, Karunasiri, Faye DIBella , Sarah Labonte, Bobbi Johnson
Guests: Ivy Shen, Anna Battle, Travis Bryant
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Items

	Welcome and Introductions
	Andrea Tracy welcomed the group and introductions were made.
It is child abuse prevention month, and a newsletter with a lot of great information has been sent out via email. The Access Maine website has gone live, and that is a great resource.


	

	Smile Solutions Dental Project
	Anna Battle and Ivy Shen have developed a PDF handout for guardians or resource parents on dental care tips and how to access care. 
· The two most common pediatric dental emergencies are tooth loss/displacement and dental abscess/infection. 
· The From the First Tooth website has helpful handouts, which includes urgency of the issue and time frames in which the child should be seen.
For this project, Anna and Ivy asked dental practices about accepting MaineCare, accepting pediatric patients, waitlists for MaineCare, their evaluation process/treatment options, and their cancellation/no show protocol. 

· Clinics that are recommended for three areas: Portland – UNE Oral Health Center; Midcoast/Augusta – Kennebec Valley Family Dentistry and Waterville Family Dentistry; Bangor – PCHC Dental. 

· Recommended specialists include Wee Care at Bangor Children’s Dentistry and Dr. Thakker, oral surgeon in Portland. 

· A list of orthodontists who accept MaineCare are enumerated in the slide deck. 

· Doctors who address special care dental needs include Dr. John Willis Jr, Dr. Mike Dowling, and Dr. Aaron Schmick. 

· There are independent dental hygienists who are booking out 1 month or less, listed in the slides.
Teledentistry could be an efficient way to evaluate children in the future. It would require additional funding and infrastructure.
It may be helpful to provide DHHS numbers to the dental offices so that they can more easily contact case workers for additional information.

Another barrier is paperwork that is needed for dental visits. OFCS will work with the dental practices to ameliorate some of these barriers.
	Anna and Ivy will send dental care handout and referral template to be distributed to the group.

	Adoptive & Foster Families of Maine (AFFM) Updates
	Travis Bryant presented updates from AFFM.

· They are working with OCFS and the Maine Children’s Trust to do messaging and increase awareness around child abuse prevention. 
· The annual conference in April. Bobbi Johnson and Travis Bryant will be doing a presentation on diversity and inclusion. For this conference, they wanted to focus on the topic of hope. Dr. Chan Hellman from Oklahoma University will be speaking on his work around hope.

· May is foster care month. AFFM will be holding two events for kids and families, one at Fort Williams and one at Fort Knox. Events for kids and families. 
· They have partnered with other states (ME, VT, MT, WY) to implement a kinship navigator model to put forward to the child welfare clearing house to meet evidence-based practices. The soft launch was in February. The services provided to families will not change, but the data collected will be different. The anticipated results of the kinship navigator model include increased access to services, reduced child abuse and neglect allegations/substantiations, increased placement stability and caregiver well-being. These results will be measured by TANF and SNAP access data, child welfare data, and client surveys. Comparison counties will receive services as usual, intervention counties will employ the new navigator model. 


	

	Wrap-up and Next Steps
	More updates will be presented by Adrienne Carmack and Bobbi Johnson at the next meeting, which will take place on the second Thursday in May.
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